The evidence for the use of recombinant factor VIIa in massive bleeding: development of a transfusion policy framework.
A review of the recent randomized control trial evidence of the use of recombinant factor VIIa (rFVIIa) in massive bleeding. rFVIIa is a recombinant genetically engineered clotting factor that has been used for the management of haemophilia patients with inhibitors. There has been increasing use in patients with massive bleeding, even when there is no underlying coagulation disorder present. In November 2006, the Canadian National Advisory Committee on Blood and Blood Products engaged in a consultation and review process with several leading Canadian experts to review and discuss the current evidence up to November 2006. There is little evidence to support the routine use of rFVIIa in massive bleeding on review of 13 randomized controlled trials. rFVIIa should only be considered as part of a transfusion policy framework for massive bleeding after all other transfusion and supportive measures are considered. An example of a policy framework is presented.